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Absolute figures: EU net contributor position (EUR m)
BE BG CZ DK DE EE IE GR ES FR IT CY LV LT LU HU MT NL AT PL PT RO SI SK FI SE UK

Standard, w ith traditional 
ow n resources

968 589 1,575 -1,163 -8,797 558 -156 3,009 444 -6,461 -6,046 -27 495 1,468 1,167 2,660 7 -1,488 -499 6,119 2,087 1,609 189 481 -606 -404 -3,865

Excluding administrative 
expenditure -3,027 577 1,558 -1,212 -8,981 551 -199 2,971 367 -6,790 -6,308 -34 487 1,458 -106 2,641 0 -1,574 -519 6,090 2,061 1,591 180 470 -628 -429 -3,991

Excluding traditional ow n 
resources

2,391 642 1,741 -880 -5,851 582 21 3,200 1,446 -5,198 -4,540 7 513 1,508 1,178 2,753 17 234 -342 6,419 2,205 1,733 257 564 -491 -33 -1,633

Including traditional ow n 
resources, adjusted for 
collection costs

1,442 607 1,630 -1,069 -7,815 566 -97 3,073 778 -6,040 -5,544 -16 501 1,481 1,171 2,691 10 -914 -447 6,219 2,127 1,650 212 509 -568 -280 -3,121

Commission approach: 
Operating budget 
balances

-1,664 624 1,703 -970 -6,358 573 -48 3,121 1,182 -5,873 -5,059 -2 502 1,493 -100 2,719 9 118 -402 6,337 2,151 1,693 242 542 -544 -86 -1,903

EU net positions from different standpoints
Five calculation methods and three w ays of processing the data; based on 2009 budget data. The three largest net positions are marked on each line: net contributors in red, net recipients in green.

Relative figures 1: EU net contributor position per capita (EUR) 
BE BG CZ DK DE EE IE GR ES FR IT CY LV LT LU HU MT NL AT PL PT RO SI SK FI SE UK

Standard, w ith traditional 
ow n resources

90.0 77.4 150.4 -211.0 -107.3 416.2 -35.0 267.2 9.7 -100.4 -100.7 -34.0 218.8 438.2 2,364.5 265.1 17.4 -90.2 -59.7 160.5 196.4 74.8 92.8 88.8 -113.8 -43.6 -62.7

Excluding administrative 
expenditure -281.5 75.9 148.8 -219.9 -109.5 411.4 -44.8 263.9 8.0 -105.5 -105.1 -42.3 215.2 435.3 -214.4 263.3 -0.2 -95.5 -62.1 159.7 193.9 74.0 88.4 86.8 -117.9 -46.3 -64.8

Excluding traditional ow n 
resources

222.3 84.4 166.4 -159.7 -71.3 434.1 4.7 284.2 31.6 -80.8 -75.6 9.3 226.9 450.3 2,386.4 274.4 40.6 14.2 -41.0 168.3 207.5 80.6 126.7 104.3 -92.2 -3.6 -26.5

Including traditional ow n 
resources, adjusted for 
collection costs

134.1 79.8 155.7 -193.9 -95.3 422.2 -21.7 272.9 17.0 -93.8 -92.3 -19.6 221.5 442.2 2,371.8 268.2 25.1 -55.4 -53.5 163.1 200.1 76.8 104.1 94.0 -106.6 -30.3 -50.7

Commission approach: 
Operating budget 
balances

-154.7 82.1 162.6 -175.9 -77.5 427.5 -10.7 277.2 25.8 -91.2 -84.2 -2.9 221.8 445.8 -203.0 271.1 20.8 7.1 -48.1 166.2 202.4 78.7 119.0 100.2 -102.2 -9.2 -30.9

Relative figures 2: EU net contributor position as a proportion of economic output (% of GDP) 
BE BG CZ DK DE EE IE GR ES FR IT CY LV LT LU HU MT NL AT PL PT RO SI SK FI SE UK

Standard, w ith traditional 
ow n resources 0.29% 1.76% 1.11% -0.53% -0.37% 4.02% -0.09% 1.30% 0.04% -0.34% -0.41% -0.18% 2.62% 5.33% 3.05% 2.68% 0.13% -0.26% -0.18% 1.66% 1.25% 1.24% 0.55% 0.78% -0.36% -0.13% -0.24%
Excluding administrative 
expenditure -0.89% 1.72% 1.10% -0.55% -0.38% 3.98% -0.12% 1.28% 0.04% -0.36% -0.42% -0.23% 2.57% 5.30% -0.28% 2.66% 0.00% -0.27% -0.19% 1.65% 1.24% 1.22% 0.52% 0.76% -0.37% -0.14% -0.25%
Excluding traditional ow n 
resources 0.71% 1.92% 1.23% -0.40% -0.25% 4.20% 0.01% 1.38% 0.14% -0.27% -0.31% 0.05% 2.71% 5.48% 3.08% 2.77% 0.29% 0.04% -0.13% 1.74% 1.32% 1.33% 0.75% 0.92% -0.29% -0.01% -0.10%

Including traditional ow n 
resources, adjusted for 
collection costs 0.43% 1.81% 1.15% -0.48% -0.33% 4.08% -0.06% 1.32% 0.07% -0.32% -0.37% -0.11% 2.65% 5.38% 3.06% 2.71% 0.18% -0.16% -0.16% 1.68% 1.28% 1.27% 0.62% 0.83% -0.33% -0.09% -0.19%
Commission approach: 
Operating budget 
balances -0.49% 1.86% 1.20% -0.44% -0.27% 4.13% -0.03% 1.34% 0.11% -0.31% -0.34% -0.02% 2.65% 5.42% -0.26% 2.74% 0.15% 0.02% -0.15% 1.72% 1.29% 1.30% 0.71% 0.88% -0.32% -0.03% -0.12%

Sources: European Commission, DB Research

The f ive calculation methods are discussed in detail in the Talking Point “EU net contributor or net recipient: Just a matter of your standpoint?” published on May 18, 2011.
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